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According to detailed evidence in the March_issﬁe of EARTH magazine, thé‘CIR

is involved in opium traffic from the "fertile triangle" in the border areas

* of Laos, Burma, Thailand and the Yunnan prdvince of southern China. About .

,twenty—five percent of the heroin sold in America comes through this Southeast

Asian channel. Ironically, the American taxpayer foots a six billion dollar a
year bill for running the dope -- the CIA, an organization which answers to no-

body, is intricately involved in the‘flbw of opium out of the Asian hills and

" into the.United-States. U.S. tax money started Air America, the largest airline

in Southeast Asia, used to supply and ﬁaintain opium growers, and also used for
smuggling opium out of the triangle to Saigon and Hong Kong. The CIA claims
other reasons for their huge operations, but as EARTH magazine points out in

Berkeley professor Peter Dale Scott's thorough arficle, the agency is party to

~ pushing dope around thé"wqud.

Scott's grticle,'supported by over 80 footnotes, is"especially sobering in that

. it reveals a set of international alliances ranging from Chiang Kai Shek's

‘brother-in-law to members of the Royal Laotian family to Wall Street lawyers
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